
 
Broad Ripple Lodge No. 643, F. & A. M. 

1716 Broad Ripple Avenue 
Indianapolis, Indiana 46220-2338 

 
Instructions for Petitions for the Degrees of Masonry 

What to do 
You (the petitioner) fill out the Petition for the Degrees of Masonry and the Petitioner's 
Questionnaire, and return them to your sponsors, who will present them to the Lodge. Your 
petition must be accompanied by your check or money order for the amount of the petitioning 
fee.  

What happens then 
 
Your sponsors will bring your petition to the next Stated Meeting (business meeting) of the 
Lodge, where it will be read aloud to the members present.  If it is decided to receive your 
petition, a committee on character consisting of three Master Masons, members of this Lodge, 
will be appointed to meet with you.  While they will undoubtedly have questions to ask of you, 
you may also feel free to ask questions of them, which they will endeavor to answer so far as they 
may do so.  (For instance, they will not answer specific questions about the three degrees.) 
 
In the meantime, your petition will lay over for one month until the next Stated Meeting of the 
Lodge.  It will again be read aloud to the members present, and the committee on character will 
give their individual reports.  Your petition will then be voted on in a secret ballot by the 
members present, who will each cast a white ball (yes) or a black cube (no) on the question.  
Your petition must receive a unanimous white ball vote in order for you to be elected. 
 
Once you are elected by the Lodge to receive the Degrees of Masonry, you will receive a formal 
notice from the Secretary of the Lodge along with a pamphlet called "Welcome to Freemasonry: 
General Information About Freemasonry For the Candidate and his Family."  As suggested by its 
title, this pamphlet is for your entire family to read (should they so choose), and explains many of 
the basic premises of Freemasonry.  (You will probably also receive a phone call almost 
immediately from your sponsor when you are elected.  In this Lodge we take such things very 
seriously.)  At this time we will also schedule your First, or Entered Apprentice, Degree. 

The Petitioning Fee 
The Lodge's petitioning fee, which covers the cost of conferral of the three Masonic Craft 
Degrees, is $150. This fee includes a $10 donation to the George Washington Masonic National 
Memorial in Alexandria, Virginia, which is mandated by the Grand Lodge of Indiana. Your check 
or money order will not be cashed unless and until you are elected. If your petitioning fee is not 
received with your petition, your petition will be held up until the fee is received. 



Please note -- the petitioning fee does not include Lodge dues! 
In addition to the petitioning fee, you will have to pay Lodge dues -- but not until after you 
have taken the third degree and become a full voting member of the Lodge.  In Indiana, all Master 
Masons are liable for dues as of the date they are raised to that degree.  Therefore, please note 
that, upon being raised to the degree of Master Mason, you will be billed for pro-rata dues for the 
current year based on the month in which you are raised. Broad Ripple Lodge's annual dues as of 
January 1, 2008, are $120. Pro-rata dues are calculated starting on the first day of the month after 
you are raised. 
 

Broad Ripple Lodge Pro-Rata Dues Schedule for 2008 
Raised in Dues are Raised in Dues are Raised in Dues are 
January $110.00 May $70.00 September $30.00 

February $100.00 June $60.00 October $20.00 
March $90.00 July $50.00 November $10.00 
April $80.00 August $40.00 December -0- 

 
However -- keep in mind that dues for the next year are due on January 1.  So if you are raised in 
December, don't let the zero dues fool you, because you will owe a full year's dues on January 1. 
 
Thank you for your interest in Broad Ripple Lodge.  We hope to read your petition soon! 
 
 
Revised:  5 Jan 2008 





PETITIONER’S QUESTIONNAIRE
(Both petition and questionnaire should be filled out in detail and

signed by petitioner in his own handwriting)

1. Name ________________________________________________________
                                                                      All Names In Full

     Preferred nickname? ____________________________________________

2. Age ______ Social Security No. ____________________________________

3. Residence _____________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________
                                                              Give ZIP Code

4. Telephone Number: Residence _____________________________________

                                     Business _____________________________________

5. Have you ever served in the armed forces? ____________________________

6. Father’s name __________________________________________________
                                                              All Names In Full

7. Father’s address ________________________________________________
                                                              Give ZIP Code

_______________________________________________________________

8. What is (or was) your father’s occupation? ___________________________

9. Is (or was) your father a Mason? ___________________________________

10. If so, in what Lodge is (or was) his membership? ______________________

_______________________________________________________________

11. Are any of your brothers Masons? _________________________________

12. If so, give their names, addresses, and the names and location of their Lodges.

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

13. Are you married? ______________________________________________

      Wife’s name: __________________________________________________

14. If so, date: ____________________________________________________

      and place of marriage: ___________________________________________

15. When did you last vote in an election, either local, state, or national?

      On__________________________________________, _______________

      At __________________________________________________________

16. Give complete addresses of where you have lived for 10 years past.

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

17. List places of employment for last 10 years.

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

18. Present occupation _____________________________________________

19. Name of firm __________________________________________________

20. Location of firm _______________________________________________

21. Have you ever been denied membership in, or withdrawn your petition to, or
been suspended or expelled from any fraternal organization?

_______________________________________________________________

22. If so, give particulars:

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

23. Give names and complete addresses and phone numbers of three business or
professional references other than those who signed this petition.  (If you need more
room, please feel free to attach a separate sheet, and make a note to that effect
below.)

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

24. Do you have any physical impairment? ______________________________

25. _____________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

26. Have you ever been convicted of a criminal offense (minor traffic violations
excepted) in a court of competent jurisdiction?

     Yes _______  No _______

27. If yes, give details: _____________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

28. If you have an email address, please provide it:

_______________________________________________________________

Signed: _________________________________________________________

Date signed: _____________________________________________________

All Petitions must be accompanied by the $150.00 petitioning fee.  Please make checks payable to “Broad Ripple Lodge”.

Revised:  21 October 2004




